
üstra: design for local public transport infrastructure in hannover
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Hannover has a long tradition for placing art in public places. In 1974 French
artist Niki de Saint Phalle unveiled her now legendary Nanas in Hannover city
centre, on the banks of the River Leine.

üstra, the city’s public transport operator, plays a leading role in making
public areas in Hannover colourful and exciting. Works of art are installed
in the city based on proposals made by Peter Ruthenberg, the company’s
design consultant. The outcome is that Hannover’s local public transport
system is one of the most modern and stylish in the world.

üstra has dotted many interesting and unusual bus and tram stops around the
city. BUSSTOPs are the result of the "International Design Project Hannover
1994", sponsored by Stiftung Niedersachsen together with Toto-Lotto-
Niedersachsen, üstra and a number of private sponsors.

üstra has co-operated many times in the past with acclaimed artists and desi-
gners from all corners of the globe, seeking to stimulate and innovative
public transport at a local level. Loosely following the dictates of  "form
follows function", a series of unique architectural constructions and designs
have reshaped Hannover's cityscape into something unforgettable.

The buses and trams, underground stations and BUSSTOPs are each as indivi-
dual as the city for which they were created and the people who use them. 

I very much hope you enjoy taking our Design-Route.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Heinrich Ganseforth
üstra CEO



Getting you moving

üstra operates one of Germany’s top public transport systems. Counting 162 mil-
lion passengers a year, it is a highly successful provider of public transport servi-
ces in Niedersachsen. It is the biggest partner in GVH (Greater Hannover
Transport), holding a 75 per cent share. The company has reaped many national
and international awards for its outstanding services, innovations and designs.

Statistically speaking, each of Hannover’s 525000 inhabitants travels with üstra’s
buses and trams on four of five days. The overall network, comprising 12 tram
lines and 63 bus lines, has a length of 933.3 kilometres. In sum, the vehicles
together cover a mileage equal to 931 times around the world.

For more information please check out  www.uestra.de
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StadtBahn (TW 2000) LRT tram
Jasper Morrison

Jasper Morrison developed the TW 2000 tram in 1997 working
together with professor Herbert Lindinger. Thanks to its shim-
mering silver skin it soon became known as the “Silver-Line”. The
new üstra tram has received many “Industry Forum Design
Awards” and the “UITP Light Rail Award 2002” for excellence of
performance and innovation. The carriages are fitted with eight

pairs of monitors via which üstra provides its passengers with a
digital information service, updated on a daily basis.

The works of Jasper Morrison (born 1959 in
London) all reflect the artist’s character. Always
very British, reduced to essentials, standing out

through understatement. Just like their creator. In
the 80s, when the world of design was full of power-

ful colours, awash with decorations and crazy forms,
Morrison's was a contrasting standpoint. He now works for

big international furniture producers and design companies
like Cappellini and Vitra. www.jaspermorrison.com





StadtBus
James Irvine

This new bus, with its predominantly silver
finish, is like a moving mirror: reflecting
Hannover’s buildings, trees, people. The
shimmering silver body is bracketed by an
orange base-line and an üstra-green
roof. Hannover is the first city to boast
a specifically designed bus. The inhabi-
tants and passengers were involved in
the design development phase, giving

invaluable ideas and input to the desi-
gners and engineers. And by 1999

Hannover had its very own “bus of the
future” (Süddeutsche Zeitung). 

James Irvine (born 1958 in London) prefers
clean geometrical forms. He has lived and
worked in Milan since 1984, initially as
design consultant to the Olivetti Design
Studio in Milan (with its directors Michele
De Lucchi and Ettore Sottsass) and the

Toshiba Design Centre in Tokyo. He opened
his own design studio for furniture, lamps

and technical products in 1988 in Milan. In 1999
he presented the new StadtBus design for üstra,

a testimony to “Milan chic”, with its reduced lang-
uage of form and colour.
www.james-irvine.com





Hannover’s Steintor in the spin of things: the new
Gehry Tower, from the drawing board of star
American architect Frank O. Gehry, is nine stories of
world architecture in the centre of Hannover, and
just maybe Hannover’s new landmark. The stainless
steel skin of the gleaming silver tower spirals sky-
wards at Goethestraße 13a. Each storey of the buil-

ding is a little further round a clockwise turn, each
of the facade’s elements is part of a 3D jigsaw puzzle.

Erected between autumn 1999 and June 2001, it now pro-
vides 2,000 sqm of office and media space.

Gehry (born 1930 in Toronto) is responsible not only for
the world’s largest concert hall in Los Angeles; his
smallest construction is a BUSSTOP in Hannover, at
Braunschweiger Platz. He is one of the most audacious
and sought after architects of the present day, and has
collected many hundreds of awards, including the Hyatt
Foundation “Pritzker Architecture Prize”. The Vitra

Museum in Weil am Rhein (1989) quickly developed into a
must for lovers of new architecture. His highly unconven-

tional conversion of a conventional residential property in
Santa Monica (1977/78) enjoys world renown: Gehry-House is

the icon of deconstructivism. Gehry-Tower (2001) gives
Hannover a new landmark. www.frank-gehry.com

„Gehry Tower“
Frank O. Gehry

Tram Station “Clevertor”
Tram lines 10, 17





“Kröpcke” underground station
Massimo Iosa Ghini

Tram lines 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 
Bus lines 131, 132, N20, N21, N32

It took Massimo Iosa Ghini only five months to convert
Kröpcke underground station (built 1975) into a glass
mosaic temple. 12,000 sqm of wall and floor are

resplendent in tiny green and yellow ceramic "pixels". A
material which is long-lasting, colour fast and – equally
important – easy to clean. Kröpcke station is Hannover’s
central public transport hub, with four levels and ten

intersecting lines. It is used every day by up to 110,000
passengers, getting in, out and transferring in the

middle of a veritable work of art. 

The whole world is a comic strip. At least
through the eyes of the shooting star of

Italian art, Massimo Iosa Ghini (born 1959
near Bologna). Massimo started out dra-
wing fast-action comics, and became
famous as the designer of streamline

sofas, aerodynamic sunglasses and crou-
ching cupboards. Perhaps Italy’s most famous

contemporary designer, he co-founded the
Bolidism Movement (derived from “bolide”, a

record-breaking car). He has drafted many avant-
garde buildings, furniture and household articles

for companies like Ferrari and üstra.         
www.iosaghini.it



“Lister Meile / Sedanstraße” 
underground station
Various graffiti artists
Tram lines 3, 7, 9

The “Hannover – New York Express”
art project kicked off in 1995. Four
young graffiti artists from Hannover
joined three of New York’s established
sprayers on a task which the four young-
sters probably never even dreamed would
ever come true: spraying their own
underground station. Lister Meile sta-
tion now features a gigantic world
of graffiti covering 1,500 sqm of
wall; simply the largest German-
American comic strip in the
world. 







“Markthalle” underground station
Elvira Bach
Tram lines 3,7,9

üstra placed the task of rejuvenating the “Markthalle”
underground station in the hands of a single artist,
Berlin-based Elvira Bach. “Column Painting” is the
name of the project, converting the load-bearing
pillars supporting the station’s roof into art
with a message. "Eternal womanhood" is now
alive and well in vibrant colours in
Hannover’s subsurface world. The women
depicted on the five columns come from the
“Other Places – Everywhere” project,

September 1995.

One of the “wild ones”. Born 1951 in Neuen-
hain, she is part of the international art scene
which dominated the 80s. Her key motif: sen-
sual, self-confident and provocative women
depicted in robust colours on large areas.
She is usually her own model. One of the
threads weaving through all her work is
the search for and discovery of one’s

own self. In 1982, Elvira Bach accepted
an invitation to documenta 7. It made her

an international name. She has since had
many international individual exhibitions.

Elvira Bach lives and works in Berlin.
www.elvira-bach.de





“Steintor” BUSSTOP
Alessandro Mendini
Tram lines 10, 17

Italian architect Alessandro Mendini created a
giant yellow-black Lego construction at Steintor,
in the centre of Hannover. Twenty metres long,
massive in its presence, with corners marked by
golden spires, locals call it "The Fortress”; cri-
tics “post-modern kitsch”. A lot of visitors find it
to be the most striking and audacious of
Hannover’s BUSSTOPs. 

An artist of many facets: design, architecture, gra-
phics, painting, literature. Mendini (born 1931 in
Milan) is the multi-talented frontrunner of “Re-
Design”. He frequently takes existing objects and
designs them “anew”. His largest architectural project
to date is the Groninger Museum of Modern Art.
Much acclaimed works are displayed for example in
the Museum of Modern Art, in New York's
Metropolitan Museum and the Centre Pompidou in
Paris. To be seen free of charge in Hannover: the

Steintor BUSSTOP. www.ateliermendini.it



“Leinaustraße” BUSSTOP
Andreas Brandolini
Tram line 10
Bus line 700

Hannover’s Linden district is green and lively. At least the
roof of the “Leinaustraße” BUSSTOP is. Created by design
professor Andreas Brandolini, famous for translating
the profane into the surprising, and creating new effects.
Witness his living room table in the form of a curry sau-
sage, sofas made of Lego bricks and his BUSSTOP with a
green garden on its roof.

Brandolini (born 1951 in Taucha, near Leipzig) is one
of the pioneers and intellectual guiding forces
behind the "New German Design" movement. His
“German Living Room” was a highlight of documen-
ta 8 in 1987: a table modelled on a giant curry sau-
sage, with a Lego-brick sofa. He dominated the
Berlin design scene of the 80s, opening the
“Kaufhaus des Ostens” in 1982. In 1989
Brandolini took on a professorship at the
College for Creative Art in Saarbrücken and is
a visiting professor to the Royal College of
Art in London. He is regarded as one of the
most important "middle generation" German
designers.





“Nieschlagstraße” BUSSTOP
Wolfgang Laubersheimer
Tram line 9
Bus lines 131, 132, N32

Hannover’s “whispering station” is perhaps not ideal for
those newly in love. Because the Cologne-based profes-
sor of design built this BUSSTOP with four giant spea-
ker cones, which so efficiently reflect the spoken word
that it can be easily heard and understood by someone
standing up to fifty metres away. Sweet nothings are
easily misunderstood.

Professor at the university of Cologne,
Wolfgang Laubersheimer (born 1955 in Bad
Kreuznach) is one of Germany’s most distinguis-
hed avant-garde designers. Together with other
designers and artists, he was a founder mem-
ber in 1992 of "Unikate", a furniture produc-
tion company, and in 1985 of the “Pentagon”
gallery. The “Pentagon Casino” was a high-
light of documenta 8 in Kassel, praised for
its concepts for semi-public areas. The üstra
BUSSTOP practices what he preaches: “I am
interested in simple technologies.”





Ettore Sottsass, a doyen of Italian design in
the second half of the Twentieth Century, rein-
terpreted the principle of “table” for his BUSSTOP.
A yellow grid forms the illuminated framework for a grey
“table cloth” under which passengers can shelter. The base is
formed by black and white synthetic stone: a masterpiece of
scale and volume.

“Königsworther
Platz” BUSSTOP
Ettore Sottsass
Tram lines 4, 5
Bus lines 131, 132, N 32

A true superlative: no other desi-
gner has had a greater influence on
international design in the post-war era
than Ettore Sottsass (born 1917 in Inn-
sbruck). In the 80s he startled the world with his daring
forms and vibrant colours. The father of an entire design
generation, his design for Olivetti's red “Valentine” typewri-
ter is now cult, and on display in the New York Museum of
Modern Art. There is hardly anything to which Sottsass has
not turned his design eye: shops for Esprit, sofas for Knoll,
architecture for Fiat, silverware for Alessi - and a BUSSTOP
for Hannover. www.sottsass.it





In memorium: Moby Dick. The roof of this
BUSSTOP is a stylised whale fluke. It is no less
than 12 metres wide, offering more than enough cover for
those waiting for a bus. Berlin designer Heike Mühlhaus is
known as a representative of the avant-garde. This work of art
is anchored by a post sunk six metres into the ground, to stop
it swimming away on the next tide. 

“Maschsee /
Sprengel Museum”
BUSSTOP
Heike Mühlhaus
Bus lines 131, 132

Heike Mühlhaus (born 1954 in
Wiesbaden) has a style which is now
perhaps the most copied in modern cera-
mics. Her spheroidal vessels and African-inspired patterns
have left an strong impression. A “Berliner” by choice, she
studied design and ceramics. She manages the Berlin
“Cocktail” company where she also produces limited editions
of other renowned designers, such as fellow BUSSTOP
designers Massimo Iosa Ghini, Andreas Brandolini and
Jasper Morrison. In addition, she designs furniture and
"herself": as for example Madonna, vamp or Barbie
Doll. www.heikemuehlhaus.de







“Hannover Congress Centrum”
BUSSTOP

Oscar Tusquets Blanca
Tram line 11
Bus lines 128, 134, N28

A touch of the Mediterranean: the BUSSTOP
designed by this Barcelona-based architect and
painter appears to be a feather-weight con-
struction of glass and metal. Elegance and sym-
metry are the predominant elements of this shel-
ter, with its unusual pagoda roof, located direct-
ly opposite Hannover’s congress centre. A place
where one can now wait and enjoy an unhurried

moment.

Blanca (born 1941 in Barcelona) is archi-
tect, interior designer, painter and furni-

ture creator. A post-modernist, Oscar came
to fame with his design for the Mae-West Hall at

the Dali Museum (1975) and his impressive restora-
tion of the Barcelona Concert Hall. He received the

“Iberdiseno Award” for the best Spanish designs of the 80s.
Hardly surprising since, as he says of himself, he works “in the

face of God.” Other than that he can't cook an omelette. But he
has designed a book-shaped halogen spotlight, a BUSSTOP for

Hannover, apartments for the Olympic Village and an entire
district for the Japanese city of Fukuoka.





“Braunschweiger Platz” BUSSTOP
Frank O. Gehry

Tram lines 4, 5, 6, 11
Bus lines 128, 134, N28

This BUSSTOP is definitely not extinct, although
having the size and the looks of some reptilian,

armour-plated monster, it is known as
"Frank’s Dinosaur". The complex roof

design of rectangular green and white
scales was assembled by Italian crafts-
men. This BUSSTOP provided the foun-
dations for the later and even more

adventurous co-operation between O.
Gehry and üstra – the Gehry-Tower.

More information
under Gehry Tower or

www.frank-gehry.com



“Aegidientorplatz” BUSSTOP
Jasper Morrison
Tram lines 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 17
Bus lines 120, 131, 132, N20

A steel construction, perhaps the most unpretentious of
all the BUSSTOPs. But all the more functional for that.
With a roof and three sides, it provides excellent shelter
from the elements. When the bus comes it can be seen
easily through the glass side wall. “The public is the
customer”, explains Jasper. An approach which üstra
found very persuasive: years later they commissio-
ned this British artist to design the city's new
LRT trams.  

More information 
under StadtBahn (LRT tram)
or www.jaspermorrison.com





“Friedrichswall / Culemannstraße” BUSSTOP
Massimo Iosa Ghini

Tram lines 3, 7, 9 (Markthalle)
Bus lines 120, N20

Massimo Iosa Ghini’s BUSSTOP stands proud
on Friedrichswall. A futuristic, green ”boat
of the air”, it is in fresh contrast to the
venerable architecture of the Wangenheim-
Palais, today home to the ministry of econo-
mics. A concept which later earned Massimo
Iosa Ghini the commission to lead the team
tasked with revamping Hannover’s crucial
underground station at Kröpcke ready for the
next millennium.

More informationen
under “Kröpcke” underground station or
www.iosaghini.it





Clevertor (Gehry Tower)
Frank O. Gehry

Kröpcke
Massimo Iosa Ghini

Lister Meile/ Sedanstraße
Verschiedene Graffiti-Künstler

Markthalle
Elvira Bach

Steintor
Alessandro Mendini

Leinaustraße
Andreas Brandolini

Nieschlagstrasse
Wolfgang Laubersheimer

Königsworther Platz
Ettore Sottsass

Maschsee / Sprengel-Museum
Heike Mühlhaus

Hannover Congress Centrum
Oscar Tusquets Blanca

Braunschweiger Platz
Frank O. Gehry

Aegidientorplatz
Jasper Morrison

Friedrichswall / Culemannstraße
Massimo Iosa Ghini





Jasper Morrison · James Irvine · Frank O. Gehry · Massimo Iosa Ghini · Elvira
Bach · Alessandro Mendini · Andreas Brandolini · Wolfgang Laubersheimer

Ettore Sottsass · Heike Mühlhaus · Oscar Tusquets Blanca 




